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We’ve got you 
covered on 2017's 
best movies 


This year gave us the good, the bad and 
the ugly, but our critic gives you the 
great. In Life 
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For sale: Potentially deadly drums 


Dangerous fumes may lurk 
in industrial barrels sold 
on Craigslist, other sites 


Rick Barrett 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Take an empty steel drum, one that 
once held a flammable chemical or even 
something as common as motor oil. Seal 
it tight, and let it sit. Let the fumes re- 
main bottled up inside for days, months, 
even years. 

Do that, and you may have a virtual 


bomb — one that can be ignited by a 
spark from a cutting tool, even static 
electricity. 

Now sell that drum on the Internet. 

Hundreds, if not thousands, of used 
and potentially dangerous industrial 
barrels are listed for sale on Craigslist 
and other sites where they are adver- 
tised as good for everything from rain 
barrels and trash cans to catfish traps 
and “smoker” backyard grills. 

Often they sell for about $20. 

Sometimes they’re even given away 
by businesses trying to unload their 
empties. 

Craigslist, which attracts millions of 


Chad Wang was nearly killed while he 
was cutting the lid off a steel drum in 
2013. His wife, Jill, is at right. 
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buyers and sellers to its classified-ad 
website nationwide, said it doesn’t al- 
low the sale of hazardous materials. 

Officials with the website did not re- 
turn Milwaukee Journal Sentinel emails 
inquiring about used chemical drums. 

A Journal Sentinel examination of 
accidents involving exploding drums 
and fires found many occurred in back- 
yards and garages across the country 
and that people handling drums weren't 
aware of the danger lurking inside. 

The Journal Sentinel found at least 
69 deaths and scores of injuries from 


See DRUMS, Page 6A 
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GOP ignoring Bar 
Association reviews 


Republicans claim right-leaning 
judicial candidates not reviewed fairly 


JFK files: House panel 
suspicious of defector 


Committee investigating assassination 
had doubts about KGB agent’s claims 
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Batterygate leaves 
Apple feeling bruised 


Customers angry after admission that 
updates slow down older iPhones 
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10 sports storylines 
that defined the year 


We look back at the wins and losses, 
spectacles and scandals of 2017 


IN LIFE 


Why women are rarely 
accused of harassment 


Frequency of abuse is hard to figure 
because so few men report it 
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years ago 


18 today, 


John C. Calhoun 
became the first 
vice president in 
U.S. history to 
resign. 


REASON: 
Political 
differences 
with President 
Andrew Jackson 


SOURCE history.com 
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It was no day at the beach Wednesday on the windy, frigid streets of New York City’s Times Square. SETH WENIG/AP 


New Year’s Eve merrymakers 
should prepare for polar party 


Times Square crowds could shiver through the most frigid fest in 50 years 


“We are predicting 

11 degrees at midnight 

in Times Square that will 
feel like minus-10 degrees.” 
Paul Walker 


AccuWeather senior meteorologist 


John Bacon 
USA TODAY 


All the drinks will be on ice for this 
party. 

Revelers in New York’s Times Square 
could face the coldest New Year’s Eve 
celebration in more than 50 years as a 
brutal wave of arctic air tightens its iron 
grip on much of the nation. 

“We are predicting 11 degrees at mid- 


night in Times Square that will feel like 
minus-10 degrees,” AccuWeather Senior 
Meteorologist Paul Walker warned. “But 
everybody from the Rockies eastward is 
going to experience severe cold through 
the end of 2017 and into 2018.” 

The 11 degrees would tie for the sec- 
ond-coldest New Year’s Eve on record, 
matching the temperature in 1962, 


See NEW YEAR’S, Page 2A 


Musk, Tesla 


Auto innovator fell short 
of goals for electric car 


Nathan Bomey 
USA TODAY 


Tesla, the upstart that has defied 
the rules of the auto industry, is finish- 
ing up a year when the challenges of 
manufacturing a mass-market electric 
car in large quantities finally hit home. 

After years of bragging about its 
advanced manufacturing techniques, 
the Silicon Valley automaker faced a 
reality check when it came to making 


face pivotal test in 2018 


its first mainstream car, the Model 3 
electric sedan. 

Output failed by a wide margin to 
meet CEO Elon Musk’s promise of 5,000 
vehicles a week by the end of December. 
Tesla could face a make-or-break 2018. 

Speeding the rollout of the Model 3, 
which at about $35,000 will be roughly 
half the starting price of Tesla’s luxury 
models, is essential to the company’s 
financial health. 

“Is this the year investors will say, 
‘Enough’s enough, or will they continue 
to fund Tesla?” Autotrader.com analyst 


See TESLA, Page 2A 


Tesla’s Model 3 has been mired in what 
CEO Elon Musk calls “production hell.” 
TESLA 
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